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Building On Legacy
Of Peace Exhibit
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Left to right, Watson Haynes, William “Bill” Edwards and
Goliath J. Davis, III

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - The
University of South Florida St.
Petersburg (USFSP) kicked of its
observance of International
Week, March 20, with an invitation only breakfast where local
businessman Bill Edwards was
honored for his philanthropic
services for helping veterans and
children.
The award, Gandhi, King,
Ikeda Community Builders
Prize, sits Edwards in the
company of Nelson Mandela
and Desmond Tutu.
According to Dr. Goliath
Davis, III, Senior Advisor of
Community Affairs with USFSP,
Edwards practices peace by supporting services for Veterans,
donations of sound equipment
and other supplies for the Boys
& Girls Clubs at the Royal
Theatre, and by providing
holiday gifts, food and clothes to
more than 1,000 needy families
annually.
“You don’t seek the fame,

Academy Prep
Soars High

MARCH 22 - MARCH 28, 2012

nor awards, but a sense of duty to
give back makes an unsung hero,
a passionate man of God,” Davis
said while introducing Edwards
for the award.
Edwards is also known for
being the CEO of Mortgage
Investors Corporation, new
owner of the Baywalk complex
and manager of the Mahaffey
Theatre.
In his acceptance speech,
Edwa rds bec am e a l i t t l e
emotional when he spoke of
growing up in a poor family and
having to start working at age
seven. After joining the marines
at 17, he learned how to practice
the principles of honor, integrity,
loyalty, dedication and honesty.
“I have no formal
education,” Edwards said. “If
you believe, anything is possible.
This is an emotional time for me.
I’ve been blessed by God and I
consider my life’s mission and
duty is to share my blessings
with others. I challenge each of
you to do something to help, no

EXHIBIT

continued on pg. 4

ST. P E T E R S B UR G Acad em y P rep C en t er fo r
Education was first established
in 1997 in an effort to educate
young men in 5th - 8th grade.
Three years later girls were
admitted to the school and a
tradition was born. Hidden away
at 2301 22nd Ave. S., the
academy just may be one of St.
Petersburg’s best kept secrets.
When Leanne Bayne, Head
of School, opens her doors at
7 a.m. she greets each and every
student with a handshake. This
simple, positive gesture sets the
tone for a successful day of
learning and helps to strengthen
the family bonds the program
strives to establish.
“We are a private middle
school that offers a college
preparatory program to students
who qualify for need based
scholarships,” Bayne says.
But it is so much more. Each
day begins with a family
meeting, where an inspirational
message can make all the difference in a child’s day. Educational
expectations are emphasized
along with a prayer to reinforce
those core values the school has
come to expect and rely on.
With an eleven hour day
ahead of them, students head off
to a school day full of academics,
enrichment, and a high level of
support. These three pillars of
the program are what Bayne has
come to associate as the main
ingredients to the school’s
success.
“We know that it takes
rigorous academics, and a full
after school enrichment program

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Academy Prep is now accepting 5th and 6th grade students.
Angel, Earmetria, Sinaya and Diamond are in the 5th grade.

with study hall for academic
support. We then have a gradual
support program that guides our
students through the process of
going onto high school and
college. We really have our arms
around our kids for 11-12 years
while they go through our entire
program.”
Diamonds in the rough, the
children who attend Academy
Prep join the family in either 5th
or 6th grade. To participate in the
program, a student must be
eligible for the Step Up For
Student Scholarship, which has
the same criteria as free or
reduced lunch. An admissions
test must be taken in reading
comprehension and math, and
students must pass with a score
of 60 percent or higher.
Teacher recommendations
and FCAT scores are also
reviewed to gain a full picture of

Head of School Leanne Bayne, left, with Linda Marchelli,
Academy Prep’s Board Chair.

student’s academic progress.
Hopeful participants are then
invited to a three week summer
session where they will work
with teachers and have the oppor-

tunity to engage in enrichment
activities. Guidance counselors

PREP
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BY MIKE SCHNEIDER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SANFORD - After declaring
victories in getting federal and
state officials to investigate the
case of an unarmed black
teenager shot to death by a neighborhood watch captain, civil
rights leaders continued to
pressure authorities to make an
arrest.
At a town hall meeting
Tuesday evening in Sanford,
where the fatal shooting of 17year-old Trayvon Martin took
place last month, officials from
the NAACP, the American Civil
Liberties Union and the Nation of
Islam urged residents to remain
calm but demand that the shooter,
George Zimmerman, be arrested.
Zimmerman has not been
charged in the Feb. 26 shooting

and has said he shot Martin, who
wa s r e t u r n i n g t o a g a t e d
community in the city after
buying candy at a convenience
store, in self-defense after Martin
attacked him. Police said
Zimmerman is white; his family
says he is Hispanic.
“I stand here as a son, father,
uncle who is tired of being scared
for our boys,” said Benjamin
Jealous, national president of the
NAACP. “I’m tired of telling our
young men how they can’t dress,
where they can’t go and how they
can’t behave.”
The case has ignited a furor
against the police department of
this Orlando suburb of 53,500
people, prompting rallies and a
protest in Gov. Rick Scott’s
office Tuesday. The Justice
Department’s Civil Rights
Division said it is sending its

community relations service this
week to Sanford to “address
tension in the community.”
Earlier in the week, the
federal agency opened a civil
rights probe into the shooting,
and Seminole County State
Attorney Norm Wolfinger said a
grand jury will meet April 10 to
consider evidence in the case.
“We are pleased the
Department of Justice has heeded
our calls and agreed to investigate this outrageous case,”
Jealous said in an emailed
statement Tuesday. “The rules of
justice in this nation have failed
when an innocent teenage boy
can be shot to death by a vigilante
and no arrest is made for weeks.”
At the town hall meeting,
more than 350 people packed
into the Allen Chapel AME
Church, which is located in a tra-

Trayvon Martin

SHOOTING

continued on pg. 8

How To Reach Us: News: editor@theweeklychallenger.com • Advertising: advertising@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax: (727) 823-2568

2

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2012

COMMUNITY NEWS
Dr. Cynthia White
Speaks For Zetas
Katrina Holley, Mamie Rogers,
Dr. Yvonne Williams to be Honored

Community Spotlight
By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Katherine Dorsey Valentine
Retired Educator, Community Worker, Church Worker

ST. PETERSBURG - On
Sunday, March 25, the members
of the St. Petersburg Chapter of
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. will
host
their Annual
Finer
Womanhood Program.
This
program provides the opportunity to publicly recognize individuals who have gone above and
beyond what is expected of them
when it comes to service to the
community, through their professions and their volunteer activities. This year’s honorees are
Katrina Holley, Mamie Rogers,
and Dr. Yvonne Williams. The
program begins at 3:30 P.M. at
St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, located at 1301 – 37th
Street South.
The keynote speaker for the
event is Dr. Cynthia Parker
White, a local educator. Her professional credentials include a
BA in African Studies; MA and

Dr. Cynthia White

Ed. S. degrees in counseling; and
specialist and doctorate degrees
in Educational Leadership. Her
career, which spans more than 30
years in the Pinellas County
Schools, has allowed her to work
with both children and adults as a
teacher and counselor from elementary schools through college.
She has served as mentor,
motivator, and role model for all
ages within her community. Dr.
White is also an adjunct
professor at Argosy University.
An active member of St.
Mark Missionary Baptist Church
in St. Petersburg, Dr. White has
taught Sunday School, worked
with the youth and women’s ministries, served as church clerk,
and chaired the education
committee. She is an active
member of the St. Petersburg
chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Inc., the American School

Counselors’ Association, and the
National Association of Black
School Educators. Come out to
hear her enlighten us on ways we
can promote unity and sisterhood
as we serve our communities.
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. is
a community conscious, actionoriented organization that is
headquartered in Washington,
DC. Founded in 1920, the organization was established with the
ideals of finer womanhood,
scholarship, sisterly love, and
community service. It continues
to embody those ideals today as
the more than 200, 000 members
follow through on their national
Z-HOPE (Zetas Helping Other
People Excel) programs to
benefit their communities in
activities that promote the health
and enhancement of the mind,
the body, and the spirit.

Retirement has been the occupation of
Katherine Dorsey Valentine for a number of
years now, but she has continued to keep busy
within the community. Not only is she still
very much involved in the activities at
McCabe United Methodist Church, but she is
also involved in community activities such as
her sorority projects and the programs of the
Pinellas
County
Retired
Educators
Association, and activities of the Tennessee
State University Alumni Association. “I
don’t have time to sit around and feel sorry
for myself,” said Mrs. Valentine, “I am doing
things while I can still do them.” She is also
an active member of the YMCA, where she
participates in the exercise program and
maintains her health and healthy outlook.
Travel has always been a significant part
of her life. College tours were conducted by
Mrs. Valentine for many years as she and her
husband chaired the committee that worked
with the Tennessee State University College
of Engineering to provide scholarships to
local students. Many local graduates of
Tennessee State University give credit to
Mrs. Valentine for their opportunity to
receive a quality education and a degree at
TSU. No trips are as frequent as they were in
the past, but she looks forward to seeing
friends and relatives on her occasional visits
back to Cleveland, Ohio and Nashville,
Tennessee. During the summer of 2012, she
plans to attend her class reunion in Tennessee
and the 2012 National Grand Boule’ of Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. in Chicago.
“I can still remember some of the things
that happened when I was growing up” stated
Mrs. Valentine. “I especially remember
things my sister and I did together. We have
always been very close. Wherever I went,
she went also. We confided in each other and
kept each others’ secrets too. Sometimes we
just sit and reminisce about ‘the days of our
youth.’ Those were good days and we have
had many over the years.” My sister, other
teachers, my husband and I used to go away
each summer. Sometimes, our trips were just
for enjoyment, but some of them were trips to
other areas to work as hostesses, instructors,
and guides, our jobs for the summer. We then
had a week or two to enjoy ourselves as resort

guests before we returned home. Those were
good days.
School children (now adults) from the
sixties through the late nineties at several
local schools still remember the Valentines.
Mrs. Valentine taught junior high school and
high school courses in history and government, while Mr. Kenneth Valentine(now
deceased) taught high school science before
moving to elementary school to teach and be
a role model for boys. Between them,
students received more than 100 years of
instruction. Natives of Tennessee and Ohio,
the couple met at Tennessee State University
in the early 1940’s. They began their work in
Florida schools in Alachua County, teaching
at Lincoln High School in Gainesville and in
at Mebane High School in Alachua. After a
visit to St. Petersburg, they were so enthralled
with the closeness of the beaches and the
promise of sunshine every day, that they were
soon packed up and were driving down to
make this area their home.
The yard surrounding their house was a
haven for beautiful roses, hibiscus shrubs,
gardenias, and their very own orange and
grapefruit trees. They even grew grapes and
blackberries in their backyard, to the delight
of their only daughter, Sharon, her friends,
and any visitors.

FAST Congregations
Helping Put Pinellas County
Back To Work

ST. PETERSBURG - “At
church I am told that God
forgives. But it’s not clear to
me that Pinellas County
forgives,” said ex-offender
Earnest Benton in front of
nearly 3,000 people at FAST
(Faith and Action for Strength
Together) Nehemiah Action.
Mr. Benton spoke about his
difficulty getting job after
receiving a misdemeanor for
driving with someone else’s
license when he was young.
On Monday night, four St.
P e t e r s b u rg c i t y c o u n c i l
members committed to
passing a priority hiring which
will require city contractors to
first try to hire local Pinellas
County residents before giving
jobs to people outside the
community.
All four council members
committed to ensuring that this
ordinance also has a clause to
encourage contractors to hire
ex-offenders and long-time
unemployed.
Rev. Sykes from Bethel
Community Baptist Church

announced that city council
member Steve Kornell was out
of town but had met earlier and
pledged his support as well.
“It’s a great day for our
community,” he said as he
announced that a majority of
city council members were not
supportive of the ordinance.
Similar ordinances exist in San
Diego, Indianapolis and
Portland.
Sheriff Bob Gualtieri was
also present and committed
funds and a comprehensive in
jail treatment program as a line
item in his 2012-2013 budget
spurring applause from the
audience. Sheriff Coats cut the
in jail treatment program
Smart Choices in 2010 despite
the fact that the program was
reducing recidivism in the jail
from 70 percent to nearly
percent. “I hope to reinstate the
program before the next budge
year,” said Sherriff Gualtieri.
Congregations present at
the meeting: Bethel
Community Baptist Church,
Greater Mt. Zion AME

Sheriff Bob Gualtieri will
reinstate in jail treatment
program

Church, Mt. Moriah Baptist
Church, Mt. Pilgrim Baptist
Church, Rock of Jesus Baptist
Church, Faith Memorial
Baptist Church, New Faith
Free Methodist Church, St.
Mark AME Church, Lakeview
Presbyterian Church, St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church and
Catholic
Trinity
Blessed
Church.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Teens And Police Share Family Fun

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - In an
effort to bridge the gap between
the police and teens in the
community, the city’s Parks and
Recreation Teen Programs and the
St. Petersburg Police Department
brought the community together
for a day of family fun last
Saturday.
The event took place at
Meadowlawn Sports Complex,
located at 5900 16th Street North.
The participants were treated to
music, prizes, SWAT team demonstrations, K-9 unit and bicycle
give-a-way.
“This is our second annual
‘Bringing The Community
Together’ event,” Carlos Childs, a
youth development worker with
the city’s Teens Arts Sports and
Cultural Opportunities (TASCO)
department said.
“This event is organized to
establish a partnership with the
police department and the city’s
youth, in order to bridge the gap
between kids and the police
department. There is an on-going
issue of a stigmatism that kids
don’t get along with the police.
This shows that we’re on their side
too.”
In addition to door prizes and
free food, the main event was a
flag football game between the
police and the Wildwood senior
flag football team.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Saturday, March 24 - Friends of the Main Library, 3745
9th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, is hosting Dr. Anna Lillios, a
UCF professor, for a free program at 2 p.m. It will be a
Black History/Women’s History and Florida Writers event.
Contact alicegraves@gmail.com or call 821-7072.

Left to right, SWAT Team – Ofc. Heer, Medic-G. Swingle,
Ofc. T. Nemeth, and Ofc. Callahan

Members of the St.
Petersburg’s SWAT (Special
Weapons and Tactics Team)
were out in force with a table that
held an exhibit of helmets, guns
and vests.
“Kids try on the helmets and
vest and I think most know about
guns already from playing videos
games,” Officer Heer of the SWAT
team said. “We’re here to say hi to
the public and to let them see some
of our equipment. I feel that if
firearms are used responsibly they
don’t pose harm to anyone.”
Shawn Binion, a 13-year-old
teen camp member of Campbell
Park Recreation Center attended
the event for the first time and

expressed his feelings about the
purpose for the gathering.
“I think it’s really good what
they’re doing with this event,”
Binion states. “This shows that
they (police) are really committed
to helping young people get into
something other than bad stuff. We
need the police to help keep
everyone safe and keep things in
order.”
In looking towards the future,
according to Carlos Daniels, the
organizer and teen supervisor at
Campbell Park Recreation, they

are planning to expand the opportunity for more people from the
community to participate by way
of being an exhibitor or vendor at
no charge. “We’re looking for
sponsors for the event as well as
vendors and exhibitors to set up for
free and to help make this event a
success.”
Rumor has it that sometime in
the future they are planning to host
a competitive basketball game
bet w e e n t e e n s a n d t h e S t .
Petersburg Fire Department.

Saturday, March 24 - Come and join us for a benefit
“Sock Hop” to help the Gibbs High School Class of 1963’s
Scholarship Fund. The fun is from 8 p.m. - 1 a.m. at The
Yard Restaurant in Coquina Key Plaza, 4300 6th St. S.
Help support our efforts to help educate our children. For
more information, please contact Dr. Fred Frederick at
727-328-1776.
Ongoing - Enroll now! Summer Peace Camp at Happy
Workers Learning Center, Inc., 920 19th St S, St.
Petersburg. 727-894-5337. Starts June 11 for 10 weeks.
6:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. daily. Free T shirt! Breakfast, lunch and
afternoon snack daily. CCC accepted. Free slots for 23
children if parents are eligible and meet financial criteria.
Saturday, April 7 - Soul Fest 2012 Sponsored by The
Well, Rehoboth Faith Cathedral Tampa. Archbishop Willie
& Glenda Bolden. Lowry Park in Tampa 10 a.m. until 5 p.m.

REQUEST FOR BIDS
Flatiron-Middlesex, a Joint Venture,
is requesting subcontractor and material quotes
for the following project:
I-275 from SR60 to Hillsborough River
Reconstruction Improvements
Hillsborough County, Florida
State of Florida, Dept. of Transportation
DESIGN BUILD PROJECT #E7F75

DBE SUBCONTRACTORS AND
SUPPLIERS ARE STRONGLY
ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE!

Referee Carlos Daniels and flag football players

Carlos Childs
youth development worker

Quotes are due on April 6, 2012
PLEASE FAX ALL QUOTES TO 303-776-0072
OR E-MAIL TO vshirley@flatironcorp.com
To obtain detailed project information,
please e-mail your request to bidresponse@flatironcorp.com
Flatiron-Middlesex, a Joint Venture,
10188 E I-25 Frontage Road, Firestone, CO 80504
Shawn Binion

Move into a 2nd floor unit and receive a $100 Bonus !

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

PLEASE
Support OUR
Advertisers

Happy Workers
Learning Center
SPRING BREAK FUN
March 26 – 30, 2012

License # 52 51 1310679

Breakfast, Lunch and Afternoon Snack
Field Trip, Easter Egg Hunt, Picnics, Outdoor Games
Call: 727 894-5337 to Register
Ages: 6-10 years • Open: 6:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Accepting CCC or Fees: $85

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Progress Energy Florida
Unveils Solar Panels At
Campbell Park Emementary
ST.
PETERSBURG
–
Progress Energy Florida has
completed the installation of a
10-kilowatt (kW) solar photovoltaic (PV) system with battery
ba c k up at Cam pbe ll P ark
Elementary in St. Petersburg.
As part of the SunSense®
Solar School Program, Progress
Energy will install solar panels
on 10 select schools serving as
emergency shelters throughout
the company’s Florida service
territory each year through
2014. The company will also
install a 100-kW solar PV
system on a post-secondary
school each year.
“The SunSense program is a
key component of our strategy
to provide a balanced solution
for our customers energy
needs,” said Joe Pietrzak, Senior
Program Manager for Progress
Energy Florida SunSense Solar
Programs. “It all begins with
education and through program
and correlating curriculum,
Progress Energy is promoting
science,
mathematics
and
critical thinking skills while
raising awareness of the environmental
and
economic
benefits of energy conservation
and alternative energy.”
Campbell Park’s system will
provide power in the event of an
extended outage such as a
hurricane or other emergency.
The system will provide limited
lighting in eight classrooms, two
bathrooms as well as a few electrical receptacles.
The battery backup system
can store up to 25 kW hours –
enough to run the lights and
receptacles for approximately
three days. The system can
produce 40-50 kilowatts of
energy on an average day and
will save the school approximately $2,000 annually.
The solar PV systems are
installed at selected schools with
the goal of enhancing understanding and awareness of
among
renewable
energy
students, faculty and school

EXHIBIT

continued from front page

matter how small. Do something
to help others.”
In addition to the awards
breakfast ceremony, the event
kicked off the opening of a
traveling exhibit entitled “Gandhi,
King, Ikeda: A Legacy of Building
Peace.”
The exhibit celebrates the
accomplishments of Mohandas
Gandhi, the leader of India during
the time of their struggle for independence from Great Britain; Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., and
American civil rights leader; and the
founder of a lay Buddhist movement
called Soka Gakkai, or valuecreating society, Daisaku Ikeda.
The Soka Gakkai originated in
Japan during the 13th century to
focus on issues of peace,
education, cultural exchange and
personal empowerment.
The three leaders shared a
vision of a world of non violence
and peace on earth.
The exhibit was created at
Morehouse College in Atlanta, Ga.
Dr. Lawrence Carter, dean of the
Martin Luther King International
Chapel, headed up the project and
was at attendance at the opening.
Dr. Carter presented Edwards
with a citation and a medallion

Campbell Park Sunsense Principal Godfrey Watson

3rd Grade students at Campbell Park

Joe Pietrzak Campbell Park Sunsense

administration. The program
includes teacher training and
hands-on learning for students
using the d at a co l l ect i o n
systems.
Progress Energy Florida
began a school-based solar
energy education and installation project in 2004 which

equipped 18 schools. This new
program more than quadruples
the number of schools participating. Progress Energy is
currently evaluating SunSense®
applications for 2012.
School criteria and more
information are available at
www.progress-energy.com/sunsense.

that contained pictures of the
three peace activists with the
word “Peace” written in threelanguages and each activist’s
signature on the back.
“Peace and non-violence are
the new super powers at this crossroads on earth,” Carter stated
during his commentary remarks.
“The fate of the species is riding on

the next decision you’re going to
make, which should be intended to
give our children a world neighborhood of non violence, respecting respect, unconditional love and
non-judgmental justice. We must
be willing to “be” in order to have.
You must be peaceful if you want
peace.”
Carter added that violence
mainly affects young people, especially child soldiers, civilian
women and children. For example,
he cites that in the 20th century,
100 million died in wars affecting
soldiers mainly in the beginning,
but by the end of the wars the casualties were 80 percent civilians
with the majority being women
and children.
The City of St. Petersburg and
the Pinellas County Commissioners
also presented Edwards with
awards.
The USFSP’s International
Week includes a series of events
and lecturers from March 20 – 29.
The major themes are change
through non-violent means, multicultural cooperation, engagement
and inclusion.
The public is invited to view
the exhibit free of charge at the
USFSP Harbor Hall, 1000 3rd St.
S., Monday – Saturday, 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., and from noon to 4 p.m. on
Sunday.

Dean Lawrence Carter

Christ Centered Youth And
Family Center Open House

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - The
community came out last
Saturday for the newly formed
Youth and Family Christian
Center’s open house and
“ Yo u t h , O u r P r e c i o u s
Resource” program.
The program was held at
Southside Tabernacle Baptist
Church, 3647 18th Avenue
South, which is where the
center is being temporarily
housed. This center will
operate similarly to the way the
other family centers work,
however, it is unique in that it
will use Christian principles for
its foundation.
“The operative word here
is Christian,” board member
Martin Rainey states.
“Everything else with the
center will be similar to other
agencies and we will partner
with existing agencies. But
these youths, and their parents
that agree to participate, will
operate under the auspices of
Jesus Christ principles.”
The purpose of the center is
to help young people ages 1423 improve their lives through
self-knowledge, goal setting,
skill building, education and
employment.
Its mission is to create and
utilize Christian principles and
family values to build a healthy
spirit, mind and body through
youth development programs
and to serve as a gateway for
hope and opportunity for our
youth, while preparing them to
become productive citizens.
Keynote speaker City
Councilman District-7 Wengay
Newton expressed his support
of the center’s mission. “We
must lead children in the way
they should go.”
Newton explained that he
grew up in St. Petersburg, and
was one of eight children
basically living in a single
parent household. “Dad was
around, but not really there.
Mom raised eight kids whom

City Councilman Wengay Newton

Anthony Thompson, left, and Kristina Hollingsworth

she didn’t get all by herself.
Somebody fought hard so that I
can have this opportunity to do
what I do today. If you come
and apply yourself you can
attain success.”
Kristina
Hollingsworth,
secretary of the center’s board
of directors, expressed: “My
prayer is that lives will be
changed and that the family
dynamics will be built even
stronger because of the
foundation on Christ.”
Hollingsworth is 23-years-old
University of South Florida
graduate, and a 17-year
member of Southside
Tabernacle Church.

Trenia Cox, representative
of program development and
support for the Juvenile
Welfare Board’s Children’s
Services Council of Pinellas
County expressed her support
for the center and thanked
attendees for being a part of the
extended family.
“Thanks for your devotion
to children who are disconnected,” Cox said. “You designated
your time to come and show
your support. It’s important for
the extended family to
maintain itself and to support
our children.”
For more information on
the center, call 727-327-9711.

Left to right, Ken Welch, Leslie Curran and Goliath Davis

John Hopkins Middle School Choir
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TO YOUR HEALTH
Study: ‘Menthol Effect’
Keeps Minorities
Hooked on Cigarettes
BY HEALTHY LIVING
NEWS

You try and try, and then
try again, but you can’t quit
smoking. Well, there may be a
good reason for it. Especially if
you smoke menthol cigarettes.
A new study shows it’s
harder to quit menthol flavored
cigarettes because of what’s
called the “menthol effect.”
It’s caused by the mintflavored additive tobacco
companies lace into cigarettes.
And the menthol effect may be
a particular problem among
some racial groups according
to the study.
The research, just
published in the American
Journal of Preventive
Medicine, used 2003-2007
data from a national survey on
smokers who attempted or
succeeded in kicking the habit.
Those in the survey were
separated into menthol and
non-menthol smokers. The
researchers then divided the
groups by race, including
whites, multiracial blacks, and
Hispanics (based on area of
origin, such as Mexico or
Puerto Rico).
The results show that all
the racial groups were less able
to quit menthol cigarettes than
regular cigarettes. They all
seemed to suffer from the

menthol effect. But blacks and
Puerto Ricans were even less
successful in their attempts to
quit menthol cigarettes.
The study also shows
blacks smoked menthols to a
far greater degree. Almost four
out of five or 78 percent of
black smokers in the study
smoked menthols.
One reason why the
menthol effect may be more
pronounced among some
racial groups is predatory
marketing. Last June, a
Stanford University study
revealed that tobacco
companies increased their
advertising an d l o wered
menthol cigarettes prices in
urban and black neighborhoods as a tactic to attract new
smokers. These marketing
techniques may make it harder
for smokers in these communities to fight off the menthol
effect.
“The tobacco companies
went out of their way to argue
to the Food & Drug
Administration that they don’t
use racial targeting,” said Lisa
Henriksen, PhD, of the
Stanford Prevention Research
Center. “This evidence is not
consistent with those claims.”
From the standpoint of Big
Tobacco, the upside of the
menthol effect is greater
profits. But it’s targeted

HIV Rates For U.S. Urban
Black Women Much Higher
Than Previous Estimates

BY HEALTHY LIVING
NEWS

minority communities that
have to deal with the serious
health risks of smoking.
Cristine Delnevo, PhD and
director of the Center for
Tobacco Surveillance and
Evaluation Research said,
“The fact that non-whites are
mo re l i k el y t o s m o k e
menthols, and those who
smoke menthols are less likely
to quit, could explain why
minority populations continue
to suffer disproportionately
from tobacco-caused disease
and death.”
Tobacco use is a leading
preventable cause of death;
this year approximately 5
million persons worldwide
will die from tobacco-related
heart attacks, strokes, cancers,
and other diseases.
The menthol effect study
comes out just as the FDA is
about to announce a decision
on whether to ban menthol cigarettes.

Women And Heart Disease

Around the same number
of women and men die each
year of heart disease in the
U.S. Unfortunately, many
women did not perceive themselves to be at risk for heart
disease.
Heart disease is the leading
cause of death for women of
most racial/ethnic groups in
the United States, including
African Americans, American
Indians or Alaska Natives,
Hispanics, and whites.
Almost two-thirds of the
women who die suddenly of
coronary heart disease have no
previous symptoms. Even if
you have no symptoms, you
may still be at risk for heart
disease.

Heart
Disease
Risk
Factors
Nine out of 10 heart
disease patients have at least
one risk factor. These medical
conditions
and
lifestyle
choices include:
- High cholesterol high
blood pressure
- Diabetes
- Cigarette smoking
- Overweight and obesity
- Poor diet
- Physical inactivity
- Alcohol use
Heart Attack Symptoms
- Chest discomfort. Most
heart attacks involve discomfort in the center of the chest
that lasts for more than a few
minutes, or goes away and

comes back. The discomfort
can feel like uncomfortable
pressure, squeezing, fullness,
or pain.
- Discomfort in other areas
of the upper body. Can include
pain or discomfort in one or
both arms, the back, neck, jaw,
or stomach.
- Shortness of breath.
Often comes along with chest
discomfort. But it also can
occur before chest discomfort.
- Other symptoms. These
may include breaking out in a
cold sweat, nausea, or lightheadedness.
If you think that you or
someone you know is having a
heart attack, you should call
911 immediately.
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AIDS experts are surprised
and alarmed by results of a new
study showing that the number
of new cases of HIV infection
among black women in several
American cities is significantly
higher
than
previously
estimated. The infection rates
are equal to those in some parts
of Sub-saharan Africa.
The findings were presented
at the19th annual Conference on
Retroviruses and Opportunistic
Infections in Seattle.
The study, known the
Women’s HIV Seroincidence
Study, or ISIS, sought to
measure new infections among
women, as well as understand
the causes of those infections.
It examined at-risk women
in the HIV urban “hotspots” of
Baltimore, Atlanta, RaleighDurham, N.C., Washington,
D.C., Newark, N.J., and New
York City.
The study found that the
rate of HIV infection is five
times higher for black women
than previous CDC estimates.
The rate is comparable to HIV
infection rates of several

countries in sub-Saharan Africa
such as the Congo and Kenya,
underscoring the seriousness of
the study results. The study also
found that those HIV infected
Black women are twice as likely
to die of AIDS than HIV
infected white women.
“While we have always
known that African Americans
had a higher risk of HIV
infection than other American
racial groups, this study
confirms it and underscores the
severity of the national and
local problem, especially in
cities,” says study site leader
and
co-investigator
Anne
Rompalo, M.D., an infectious
disease specialist at Johns
Hopkins.
Women of all races account
for a quarter of new HIV infections each year in the United
States. Sixty-six percent of
these women are black, even
though
African
American
women represent only 14
percent of the U.S. female population.
“This study clearly shows
that the HIV epidemic is not
over, especially in urban areas
of the U.S. where HIV and
poverty are more common, and

se x u a l l y a c t i v e A f r i c a n
American men and women are
especially
susceptible
to
infection,” says study investigator, Charles Flexner, M.D. of
Johns Hopkins School of
Medicine .
Researchers believe that
prevention efforts may need to
be significantly altered and
enhanced to slow down the rate
of these new infections.
Researchers also believe
pr e v e n t i o n t a c t i c s s h o u l d
include more counseling about
sexually transmitted infections,
distribution of condoms, and
intensive education about safer
sex practices.
Others expressed concerns
that now that HIV infection
does not equal a death sentence,
people are letting their guard
down.
Yet the study did show a
higher rate death among the
black women in the study. That
means treatment access and
adherence efforts will need to be
modified along with prevention
efforts. Health care reform
(Obamacare) may also help
alleviate some aspects of the
problem by ensuring better
access to care.

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Readers Choice

Book Review

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: biography.com and avaduvernay.com

Tangela Murph-Bailey

Toni Morrison

Owner - Readers Choice Bookstore

The DNA Of Prosperous People
author of “Man to Man,”
“Success Runs in the
Bloodline,” “The Smart
Real Estate Investor,” and
many more books.
Dr. Rickey Johnson, a
native of Los Angeles, will
be in St. Pete offering a free
seminar titled “Driven –
The Passion behind
Entrepreneurship”,
Saturday, March 24, from 11
a.m. – 1 p.m. There will be a
$100 drawing. The location
will be at the Lake Vista
Recreation center.
For more information,
please call 727-867-3696.

“The DNA of Prosperous
People” is an eye-catching and
easy book to read that stirs up the
financial energies of new and
seasoned entrepreneurs, as well as
every day people wanting to learn
more.
This book would be a
valuable resource to your library.
It reveals proven steps on such
topics as asset protection, the
60/40 rule, how to create
multiple streams of income,
overcoming failure, where do
you start, building your supporting cast, money strategies and
much more.
Dr. Rickey Johnson is the

Women Empowered
Through Christian Retreat
BY EMMA C. CAVIN
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - Since
1982, the Women’s Growth
Institute
of
Southside
Tabernacle Baptist Church has
planned and implemented a
retreat that has allowed a congregation of women to reach
thousands of other women and
minister to their needs while
also preparing them to go forth
and empower.
This year was no exception.
Held at the St. Petersburg Hilton
in downtown St. Petersburg, the
retreat began on Friday, March
9 and lasted through that
Saturday afternoon.
Many of the women came
because they were in need of
solutions for healing their hurts.
Others were there to share their
life changing experiences and
provide ways that might allow
other women to find solutions.
The retreat was exceptional
when it came to educating,
inspiring, empowering, and
spiritually uplifting those who
were in attendance.
Keynote speaker, Dr. Tara

Jenkins, began each of her
addresses to the audience with
scriptures that give a sense of
strength, power, and courage.
She encouraged the audience to
cast away all doubts “when it
comes to believing that God
will do all that He has
promised.”
Dr. Jenkins also told the
audience that care must be taken
not to judge other people. “We
do not know from which angle,
person, or situation God may
come into our lives to work,”
she explained.
Retreat attendees enjoyed
four break-out workshops. The
first of the morning workshops
was Carrie B. McWilson’s
workshop, entitled “How to
Heal Family Hurts.” This was a
review of God’s word on
healing relationships within the
family.
The second workshop, “The
Little Foxes that Derail
Marriages” was presented by
Elaine Creasman, who has
written over 20 published
articles about marriage in an
effort to encourage women to
give God glory by staying
married and working through

difficulties.
The first afternoon
workshop was Dorothy Jenkins’
“Prayer That Pleases the
Father.” According to Ms.
Jenkins we can strengthen our
relationship with the Lord,
avoid bad decisions, live the
abundant life, and grow closer
to God through prayer.
Irene Byers presented the
fourth workshop, “Verses by
Accident.” Ms. Byers used the
scriptures she had memorized
eight months earlier to comfort
and sustain her in a period of
recovery following a horrendous accident.
Every workshop, testimony,
scripture and song was a source
encouragement to the women
who attended this retreat. There
were numerous other program
participants, and the featured
soloist was Willie Corbett, and
two selections were presented
by the Praisettes.
Members of the Women’s
Retreat Steering Committee
were Kathy Murray, Ruby
Aires, Telecia Clemons, Ruby
Cooney, Alma Lindsey, and
Sadie Seay.

Born
Chloe
Anthony
Wofford February 18, 1931, in
Lorain, Ohio, Toni Morrison was
the second oldest of four children.
Her father, George Wofford,
worked primarily as a welder, but
held several jobs at once to
support the family. Her mother,
Ramah, was a domestic worker.
Morrison later credited her
parents with instilling in her a
love of reading, music, and
folklore.
Living in an integrated
neighborhood, Morrison did not
become fully aware of racial
divisions until she was in her
teens. “When I was in first grade,
nobody thought I was inferior. I
was the only black in the class
and the only child who could
read,” she later told a reporter
from The New York Times.
Dedicated to her studies,
Morrison took Latin in school,
and read many great works of
European
literature.
She
graduated from Lorain High
School with honors in 1949.
At Howard University,
Morrison majored in English, and
chose the classics for her minor.
After graduating from Howard in

1953, Morrison continued her
education at Cornell University
and completed her master’s
degree in 1955. She then moved
to Texas to teach English at
Texas Southern University.
In 1957, Morrison returned
to Howard University to teach
English. There she met Harold
Morrison; an architect originally
from Jamaica. The couple got
married in 1958 and had their son
Harold and shortly after she
birthed her second child, Slade.
Morrison decided to leave
Howard in 1963 and move her
and her sons to Syracuse, New
York, where she worked for a
textbook publisher as a senior
editor.
Her first novel, The Bluest
Eye, was published in 1970. It
told the story of a young AfricanAmerican girl who believes her
incredibly difficult life would be
better if only she had blue eyes.
The book received warm
reviews, but it didn’t sell well.
Morrison continued to explore
the African-American experience
in its many forms and time
periods in her work. Her next
novel, Sula (1973), explores good
and evil through the friendship
and was nominated for the
American Book Award. Her next
book Song of Solomon (1977)
became the first work by an
African-American author to be a
featured selection in the book-ofthe-month club since Native Son
by Richard Wright.
Morrison’s next work proved

to be one of her greatest masterpieces. Beloved (1987) is about
the a former slave who is haunted
by her decision to kill her
children rather than see them
become slaves. Three of her
children survived, but her infant
daughter died at her hand. For
this spellbinding work, Morrison
won several literary awards,
including the 1988 Pulitzer Prize
for Fiction. The book was turned
into a movie in 1998, and starred
Oprah Winfrey.
Morrison became a professor
at Princeton University in 1989,
and continued to produce great
works. In recognition of her contributions to her field, she
received the 1993 Nobel Prize in
Literature, making her the first
African-American woman to be
selected for the award.
In 1999, Morrison branched
out to children’s literature that she
worked on with her son Slade.
She has also explored other
genres, writing the play
Dreaming Emmett in the mid1980s and the lyrics for “Four
Songs” with composer Andre
Previn.
In addition to her many
novels, Morrison has written
several works of non-fiction. One
of her most recent works is a collection of her non-fiction writings
entitled What Moves at the
Margin, published in 2008.
Whether through fiction or nonfiction, however, Morrison will
continue to be a vital force in the
American literary landscape.

6th Annual
Caregiver’s Conference

ST. PETERSBURG - Join
the Suncoast Hospice Saturday,
March 31 for the 6th Annual
Caregiver’s Conference. This
free event provides caregivers
time to spend with other caregivers, share experience and
receive information from local
agencies that can make a care-

givers journey a little easier
Location:
Suncoast
Hospice, 3050 1st Ave. South,
St. Petersburg
Time: 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Featured Speakers:
- Nicole Johnson –
“Caregiving: The Journey That
Needs Direction

Joyce
Swisher
–
“Caregivers: Rest Stop Ahead”
To register, contact the
James
B.
Sanderlin
Neighborhood Family Center at
727- 321-9444.
Registration deadline is
March 26. Must register to
attend.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Retired Military Officers
Major Magarette Nelson,
RN (USAR)

BY EMMA C. CAVIN
SPECIAL TO THE WEEKLY
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG Major Margarette Nelson was
working at Bay Pines
Veteran’s Center when she was
persuaded by friends to go into
the Army. Of course, it did not
take a lot to persuade her since
she had dreamed of being a
military nurse before she even
completed high school. . As a
teenager in Havana, a small
town in north Florida, Nelson
watched Dianne Carroll in the
glamorous role of Julia, a
private and hospital nurse.
She longed to be able to do
what Julia did.
She just
wanted to be a nurse in the
Army, Air Force, Navy, or
Marines.
Therefore, just
working with so many former
military people just added
more fuel to her interest in a
life as a military nurse. For
those reasons alone, the
entrance into the Army, years
ago,
allowed
Margarette
Nelson’s dream to become a
possibility, then a definite
reality.
From her level of competitiveness and curiosity
displayed in school activities
and among her siblings
(Nelson was the third of
eight.), her family always
expected her to do well. She
did not disappoint them as she
became a Spelling Bee
Champion and local

geography expert. Her
curiosity was partially
assuaged by the study of maps
and her habit of reading about
any and everything, any and
everywhere around the world.
She fondly remembers her
doting grandparents, aunts,
uncles, cousins, and “windowwatching”
neighbors
as
positive relationships in her
childhood.
Nelson worked at Bay
Pines for more than 33 years
with 30 years and 8 months of
military time. She began work
at the facility as a Certified
Nursing Assistant, but she was
able to go to college and
complete her nursing degree
while continuing to work and
serve in the military. “Many of
my friends went into the Air
Force, but I was intrigued by
the Civilian Acquired Skills
Program (CASP) of the Army,
so I signed up with them, went
away for training, and began
serving,” Nelson related. “
Bay Pines allowed me to go
for training or to work on
special projects to increase my
skills without losing time or
positions. One success after
another is what I experienced
while working there. I loved
my job and I treasure the experiences I had in the military,
also. I had the opportunity to
learn many things that helped
me to be a better nurse. The
Army helped me with Bay
Pines, and Bay Pines helped
me with the Army. Not only

did receive training to work as
a nurse and therapist, but I had
the opportunity to instruct
other nurses in civilian and
military situations.
Many
weekends, I flew to
Jacksonville to work with
hospital units that were
preparing for deployment. As
a part of a reserve unit from
the Tampa Bay Area, I went to
Belize to serve as head nurse
and provide training,” she
explained.
Nelson graduated from St.
Petersburg College, followed
by graduate degrees from the
University of Tampa and the
University of South Florida.
Since her retirement from Bay
Pines and the Army, she has
worked at PTEC as a Clinical
Skills Nursing Instructor and
Bayfront Medical Center as a
Nursing Instructor. She now
works at Job Corp as a parttime Nursing Instructor.

Boley Centers 2012 Summer
Youth Intern Program

ST. PETERSBURG - Boley
Centers, Inc. proudly presents its
2012 Summer Youth Intern
Program. Funded through the
City of St. Petersburg, this
program enables Boley to help
youth living in the St. Petersburg
area earn money while gaining
invaluable work experience in
both the public and private
sectors.
The goal is to provide
employment for 120 young
adults, ages 16 – 21, through an
eight to ten week summer
employment program. Interns
will earn $7.67 per hour and be
expected to work 30 hours per

week. Every effort will be made
to match the interns with a job
according to their interests, skills,
and
geographic
location.
Positions will begin on June 11,
and end on August 17.
Applications
will
be
available March 5 – May 7, at the
following sites: All city recreation centers, City Hall, Enoch
Davis Community Center, James
B. Sanderlin Family Service
Center, Pinellas County Urban
League, Royal Theater, Worknet
Pinellas, and Boley Centers’
location.
All completed applications
must be submitted by 5 p.m. on

Friday, May 7. Interns will be
chosen from all qualified applications using a lottery system.
The City of St. Petersburg’s
business community is strongly
encouraged to support this
program by providing
temporary employment
positions during the summer.
Employers who partner with
the SYIP are only responsible
for paying half of the interns’
hourly wage ($3.83 per hour).
For more information about
hiring an intern, members of
the business community may
contact Valerie Williams at
727-821-4819 x5730.

Christian E. Nattiel Accepted
For West Point Summer Leaders
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Christian E. Nattiel is a junior at
Boca Ciega High School and
has been selected to be among
1,000 attendees at West Point’s
prestigious Summer Leaders

After record enrollment this
school year, Florida scholarships for
low-income K-12 students are now
available for the fall.
A state-supported scholarship for economically disadvantaged K-12 students got a boost
from the Florida Legislature last
week, and applications are now
open for the fall.
The program, called the Florida
Tax Credit Scholarship, provides
annual scholarships worth up to a
projected $4,335 that can be used at
more than 1,300 private schools
statewide or $500 scholarships to
cover transportation costs to a public
school in another county.
To qualify, new applicants must
meet the household income guidelines for the federal school lunch
program. For a family of four, that
income limit for the 2012-13 school
year is $42,643. Students entering
grades 2-12 must have attended a
Florida public school in the current
school year, though a provision
approved by the Legislature and
awaiting the governor’s signature
would limit the prior-public school
attendance requirement to students
entering grades 6-12.
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lation, and military and physical
fitness training, and, in addition,
each student selects three of 15
workshops offered.
Congratulations Christian!
Christian E. Nattiel

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship

PICK OF THE WEEK!

Call Dianne Speights

Seminar (SLS) in June.
More than 4,000 juniors
nationwide applied to SLS,
which offers outstanding high
school juniors the opportunity
to experience life at West Point.
SLS attendees live in the cadet
barracks (dormitories), eat in
the Cadet Mess, and participate
in a c a d e m i c , l e a d e r s h i p ,
athletic, and military
workshops. The one-week
seminar are designed to help
juniors with their collegeselection process, while giving
them an idea of the importance
of l e a d e r s h i p a n d s o u n d
de c i s i o n - m a k i n g i n t h e i r
education, careers, and lives, in
general.
Ali SLS attendees participate in Virtual-reality war simu-

4-8 1-7
5-3 2-6
6-1 3-4

Demand for the scholarship has
soared, with enrollment more than
tripling in the past seven years and
reaching 38,375 this school year.
The scholarship program is financed
by contributions from corporations
that receive a dollar-for-dollar state
tax credit. The tax-credit limit for the
current year is $175 million, and
lawmakers agreed last week to
increase it to $229 million next year
in order to reduce a waiting list that
reached 13,000 students at one point
this year. That cap increase bill is
headed to Gov. Rick Scott, a strong
supporter of the program.
“We are excited to be able to
serve more students,” said Doug
Tuthill, president of Step Up For
Students, a nonprofit that administers the scholarship program. “With
this kind of support from the
Legislature and from corporations,
our goal is to eliminate the waiting
list and serve any student whose
parent thinks this is best option for
her child.”
Applications for the scholarship
are currently available online at
www.StepUpForStudents.org and
information is available at the scholarship hotline, 1-877-735-7837.

Scholarships are available on firstapproved, first-awarded basis.
The scholarship program was
created in 2001, and this year is
serving students whose average
household income is only 12 percent
above poverty. Two-thirds of the
students are black or Hispanic, threefifths come from single-parent
homes, and state research has determined that they were among the
lowest performing students in the
public schools they left behind. The
most recent academic report, in
August, found their test scores gains
in reading and math kept pace with
students of all income levels nationally and were modestly higher than
low-income students remaining in
public schools.
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STATE & NATIONAL
Abdul-Jabbar Talks Education
To Chicago Students

BY MICHELLE JANAYE
NEALY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHICAGO (AP) - When 15year-old Fred Coffey heard
NBA great Kareem AbdulJabbar would be visiting his
Chicago school during the
NCAA tournament, he expected
the former Los Angeles Lakers
star to talk about the game.
Instead, the Hall of Famer
spoke to hundreds of students
Sunday about black inventors
and encouraged them to seek
careers in science, technology,
engineering and math.
“There are only about 450
jobs in the NBA and some of
them are taken, but there are
thousands of jobs in science and
engineering,’’ he told students at
Dr. Martin Luther King
Preparatory High School on the
city’s South Side.
Abdul-Jabbar scored 38,387
points during his 20-year NBA
career with the Milwaukee
Bucks and Los Angeles Lakers.
The former UCLA star remains
the league’s all-time leading
scorer.
But since he retired in 1989
he h as been involve d in

education and social justice
causes. His Skyhook Foundation
works to improve children’s
lives through education and
sports. On Sunday, he gave out
copies of his new book, “What
Color is My World: The Lost
History of African American
Inventors.’’
He said a generation of
young people who want to be
athletes and entertainers instead
of innovators and scholars
inspired him to write the book.
“So many young people in
inner-city communities only see
themselves as being able to be
successful in sports and entertainment. If you go to my neighborhood in Harlem and talk to
the young people, over 90
percent of them want to be
LeBron James or Jay-Z,’’ he
said. “They have no idea what
potential they have beyond those
two areas.’’
The lively event — led by
Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn —
featured the school’s drum line
and hearty cheers for the NBA
great.
Students like 16-year-old
Victoria Scott embraced AbdulJabbar’s message of academic
excellence. Scott, who is leaning

toward a career as a publicist,
said she would a reconsider a job
in science or engineering.
Students familiar with
Abdul-Jabbar’s athletic accomplishments were surprised to
learn about his academic
endeavors.
“The presentation gave me a
different perspective of Kareem,
his life and what he did after
basketball. You never hear about
a basketball player after he’s
done with the league,’’ said
Coffey, who is torn between a
career in engineering or architecture. “I didn’t know Kareem
wrote books or made movies.’’

SHOOTING

continued from front page

ditionally black neighborhood
of Sanford. People jumped to
their feet and cheered when
local NAACP leader Turner
Clayton Jr. said the federal
Justice Department should not
only review the investigation
but also take over the Sanford
Police Department.
Earlier Tuesday, an attorney
for Martin’s family revealed the
teenager told his girlfriend just
moments before he was killed
that he was being followed.
“‘Oh he’s right behind me,
he’s right behind me again,’”
17-year-old Trayvon Martin
told his girlfriend on his cell
phone, attorney Benjamin
Crump said.
The girl later heard Martin
say, “Why are you following
me?” Another man asked,
“What are you doing around
here?’” Crump said.
Crump
told
reporters
Tuesday Martin cried out when
a man bearing a 9 mm handgun
came at him. Police said
Zimmerman, who was found
bleeding from his nose and the
back of his head, told authorities he yelled out for help before
shooting Martin.
“She absolutely blows
Zimmerman’s absurd selfdefense claim out of the water,”
Crump said of Martin’s girl-

Ben Jealous speaks on camera

friend, whose name was
withheld.
Martin, who was in town
from Miami to visit his father in
Sanford, called his 16-year-old
girlfriend in Miami several
times on Feb. 26, including just
before the shooting, Crump
said. The discovery of the
lengthy conversations,
including one moment before
the shooting, was made over the
weekend by Martin’s father,
who checked his son’s cell
phone log, Crump said.
The teenager told the girl on
his way back from the store
he’d taken shelter from the rain
briefly at an apartment building
in his father’s gated community,
Crump said. Martin then told
her he was being followed and

would try to lose the person,
Crump said.
“She says: ‘Run.’ He says,
‘I’m not going to run, I’m just
going to walk fast,’” Crump
said, quoting the girl.
After Martin encountered
Zimmerman, the girl thought
she heard a scuffle “because his
voice changes like something
interrupted his speech,” Crump
said. The phone call ended
before the girl heard gunshots.
The last call was at 7:12
p.m. Police arrived at 7:17 p.m.
to find Martin lying face down
on the ground.
“We will not rest until he is
arrested. The more time that
passes, this is going to be swept
under the rug,” Crump said.

NEWS FROM AFRICA
Kenyans Up In Arms
Over ‘Insulting Coverage’
By U.S. Media Giant

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG
- Kenyan nationals responded
furiously to a recent report on the
CNN which described “widespread violence” in the East
African country. They used an
image of a burning Kenyan flag
after an attack at a busy bus
station.
The March 10 grenade attack
was indeed deadly. It dealt with
the spillover from an international war in a country bordering
Somalia killing six people and
injuring over 60.
CNN’s disputed portrayal of
Kenya was followed by a
YouTube video of a Kenyan
demanding an official apology
from CNN for its sensationalistic
reporting. The caller accuses
CNN of demeaning Africa and
Africans.
The station uncharacteristically responded with an apology.
“Our reporting on last night was
accurate, the banner used in the
bulletin was not… Apologies to

all,” tweeted David McKenzie, a
CNN reporter based in Kenya.
The offending news report has
reportedly been removed.
Meanwhile, a video called
“Kony 2012” by a group calling
itself “Invisible Children” also
received a flood of criticism for
simplifying the Uganda war and
trying to portray Americans as
saviors of suffering Africans.
The video which spotlights
Ugandan rebel Joseph Kony of
the Lord’s Resistant Army had
gone viral with over 15 million
hits within two days.
Journalist Michael
Wilkerson, formerly based in
Uganda, was among those
finding serious flaws and
omissions in the video. “First,
the facts… Following a successful campaign by the Ugandan
military and failed peace talks in
2006, the LRA was pushed out of
Uganda and has been operating
in extremely remote areas of the
DRC, South Sudan, and the

Central African Republic where
Kony himself is believed to be
now,” he wrote.
“Additionally, the LRA,
thankfully!, does not have
30,000 mindless child soldiers.
This grim figure, cited by
Invisible Children in the film,
refers to the total number of kids
abducted by the LRA over nearly
30 years. “
Milton Allimadi, a Ugandan
and publisher of the NY-based
Black Star News added:
“Invisible Children has been
acting as apologists for Gen.
Yoweri Museveni’s dictatorship
and the U.S.’ goal to impose
AFRICOM- the US Africa
M i l i t ary C o m m an d o n
Africa…..it’s as classic as propaganda pieces come.”

Weaponry Stored In
Neighborhood Ignites
Causing Massive Loss Of Life

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG
– An armory packed with
shells, rockets, and other
munitions exploded with an
ear-splitting blast in a densely
populated neighborhood of
Brazzaville, the Congolese
capital. At least 246 people
were reported killed in the
disaster. Firefighters fought
the blaze for close to 48 hours.
The huge blast seen on
national television showed the
destruction of every single
building within a 1.25 mile
radius, including a tank
regiment, three schools and
two churches that had been
conducting their Sunday
services nearby.
Survivors in Brazzaville
described the scene as ‘apocalyptic’ as twisted sheets of

UNESCO’s reputation,” said
Tutu Alicante, an
Equatoguinean lawyer who runs
the human rights group EG
Justice from exile. “It puts the
president’s interests above
UNESCO’s basic principles of
human rights and good governance.”
UNESCO is the U.N.
agency designed to “encourage
interna tional p eace an d
universal respect by encouraging collaboration among
nations.” But the offer of $3

million from President Obiang
to fund a prize for biological
research in his name was mired
in controversy from the start in
2008.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu
cited the repression, poverty at
home and high-level corruption
of President Obiang’s government which is under investigation for diverting billions of oil
extraction profits to properties in
France and the U.S.
Initially a gift from the
President’s foundation, the prize

storage
facilities
have
increased around the world
with some 218 known
incidents resulting in more
than 4,700 fatalities and
nearly 5,700 injuries. The proliferation of weapons
worldwide is likely to
increase the problems of
finding safe storage for
dangerous arms.

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

Rights Groups Blast U.N. Agency
For Approving Controversial Prize

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG
- A split vote by UNESCO’s
Executive Board to approve a
prize sponsored by President
Teodoro
Obiang
Nguema
Mbasogo of Equatorial Guinea
shocked members of the human
rights community around the
world. A leading citizen activist
from that West African country
called it “a cruel joke.”
“The
UNESCO
board
members who backed this prize
have sold out the organization’s
principles and have tarnished

metal littered the streets while
churches, hospitals and homes
were left in ruins.
Congo’s director-general
of health, Prof. Elira
Dokekias, told AP that the
capitals’ hospitals were
treating 1,340 injured people
and that 60 were awaiting
urgent surgery.
The fire appeared to
threaten another depot just
100 yards away holding even
more lethal weapons, which
could also explode.
The spread of munitions
stockpiled in residential areas
was the subject of recent U.S.
State Dept. fact sheet
A
“Dangerous
Depots:
Growing
Humanitarian
Problem”. Since 1990s, catastrophic explosions at arms

money, it was learned later, was
taken from the public treasury.
The March 8 vote was 33 in
favor, 18 against and 6 abstentions. Those in favor included all
14 African member countries,
Arab member countries, Brazil,
Cuba, Ecuador, Venezuela,
India, and Russia. Most of the
board’s Caribbean and European
members strongly opposed the
award, together with
Afghanistan, Peru, and the
United States.
The prize was seen by many

African countries as the first
science award ‘given by
Africans for Africans’ where
Africa was “not just a
recipient of the good will of
others,” said David
Hamadziripi of Zimbabwe.
But according to Alicante:
“The vote in favor of a US$3
million international prize for
life science sponsored by a
government that fails to invest
sufficiently in basic health
care at home is a cruel joke.”

President Teodoro Obiang
Nguema Mbasogo
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BY DAVE SKRETTA

Johnson Rallies Kansas To
63-60 Win Over Purdue

OMAHA (AP) - Bill Self
leaped to his feet on the Kansas
sideline, the typically restrained
coach finally unloading with a
moment of sheer exuberance.
After trailing almost the entire
way against Purdue, his Jayhawks
are moving on.
Elijah Johnson scored 18
points, including the go-ahead
basket in the final minute. No. 2
seed Kansas rallied to beat Robbie
Hummel and the No. 10 seed
Boilermakers 63-60 Sunday night.
Thomas Robinson fought
through double-teams all night for
11 points and 13 rebounds, and the
Jayhawks (29-6) got enough production from everyone else to
erase a 10-point second-half deficit
and reach the Midwest Regional
semifinals in St. Louis.
Kansas will face No. 11 seed
North Carolina State.
Purdue was clinging to a 60-59
lead and had the ball and under a
minute remaining when Lewis
Jackson, the shot clock winding
down, lost control at the top of the
key. Johnson picked it up and went
the other way for the go-ahead layin with 23.3 seconds left.
Hummel missed an open 3pointer at the other end and
Tyshawn Taylor scored a transition
dunk for the Jayhawks with 2.5

seconds left, giving the roughly
15,000 fans who had made the
three-hour drive from the Kansas
campus reason to let out a roar for
one of the first times all night.
After a timeout, Purdue sharpshooter Ryne Smith managed to
get off a decent look at a long,
potential tying 3-pointer. It hit off
the backboard, clanked off the rim
and finally fell away.
Hummel finished with 26
points and nine rebounds for the
Boilermakers (22-13), who were
trying to reach the round of 16 for
the third time in four years. D.J.
Byrd and Terone Johnson finished
with 10 points each for Purdue.
The Jayhawks’ biggest lead all
night was their final one. They
overcame a rough night by
Robinson by getting 10 points
from Taylor and 10 more from
Travis Releford.
Purdue couldn’t have gotten
off to a much better start.
Neither could Hummel.
The senior forward hit first
four shots, three of them from
beyond the arc, and followed up
his first miss with another basket
with 11:46 to go in the first half
that made it 19-8.
He proved too quick for
Robinson to guard and too strong
for Kevin Young as the Jayhawks
kept searching for anybody who
could put a body on him they even

tried seldom-used Justin Wesley.
The miserable start by Kansas
was enough for Self to scream at
his team during one defensive trip
down floor, “You told me you were
ready!’’
Hardly seemed to be the case.
Kansas opened the game by
missing 15 of its first 17 shots and
all seven of its 3-point tries, compounding lousy offense by getting
into foul trouble. Taylor, Young
and Releford all sat stretches in the
first half after picking up two early
fouls.
The Jayhawks finally trimmed
the lead to 31-30 with under 3
minutes left in the first half, but
Lewis Jackson got inside for a
basket, and Hummel managed to
swish a closely guarded 3 from
about 30 feet as the shot clock
wound down to make it 36-30 at
the break.
Hummel had 22 points on 7of-8 shooting in the first half,
while the Jayhawks’ trio of stars
Robinson, Taylor and Johnson
managed 12 points on a combined
4 for 18.
Purdue extended the lead to
42-32 early in the second half,
even after Kansas employed a zone
defense to slow down Hummel.
Johnson led the charge on offense,
and the Boilermakers kept locking
down Robinson in the post, frustrating the player of the year

Elijah Johnson

candidate to no end.
Kansas never went on its
patented run, instead slowly
clawing back into the game.
The Jayhawks trimmed the
lead to 47-44 midway through the
second half, but came up empty
with four open shots on offense.
They got within 52-49 minutes
later only for Taylor to turn the ball
over. And it was 52-51 with 51/2
minutes left when Hummel drove
for a layup high off the glass.
Kansas never led until Johnson
hit a deep 3-pointer with just over
3 minutes left to make it 57-56.
Terone Johnson answered with
back-to-back baskets for Purdue to
regain a 60-57 lead, but Taylor’s
alley-oop jam off a feed from
Johnson made it a one-point game.
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Brad Keselowski Dominates To Win At Bristol
BY JENNA FRYER

BRISTOL, Tenn. (AP) - Brad
Keselowski used Bristol Motor
Speedway last fall to cement his
spot in NASCAR’s championship
race.
Back at the track Sunday,
Keselowski again made his way to
Victory Lane.
Again he began to think about
a Sprint Cup title.
Keselowski led a career-best
and race-high 232 laps, then held
off Daytona 500 winner Matt
Kenseth on a late restart to cruise
to his first victory of the season.
“What can I say? I love Bristol
and Bristol loves me,’’ said
Keselowski, who immediately
began taking pictures in Victory
Lane to send to Twitter.
“The goal at Penske Racing is
to win a Sprint Cup championship,
and one win certainly doesn’t
achieve that, but it’s a great step.’’
The Chase for the Sprint Cup
championship has a wild-card provisional for the winningest driver
not otherwise eligible.
Keselowski’s win at Bristol last
August was his third of the season
and gave him the provisional that
allowed him to race for the title.
Now, just a month into the
season, he’s focused on collecting
victories.
“One win is good; two wins is
really good,’’ Keselowski said.
“We need to keep winning races to
lock ourselves in the Chase, but
heck, I’d rather just go into the
Chase in the top spot. If we run like
we have the last few weeks, we’ve
got as good a shot as anybody
else.’’
Keselowski narrowly escaped
an early seven-car accident,
worked his way toward the front,

then settled in for a tight battle
with Kenseth over the final third of
the race. Kenseth beat Keselowski
on one of their restarts. Fans complained instantly on Twitter that
Kenseth had jumped the start and
Keselowski had to run him back
down to reclaim the lead.
But a late caution when Tony
Stewart hit the wall put
Keselowski’s win in jeopardy.
“I’ve got no clue what to do
here,’’ he radioed crew chief Paul
Wolfe, who decided to leave
Keselowski on the track and not
bring him in to the pits under
caution.
Keselowski had to decide
which lane to choose for the final
restart, and his decision to take the
outside may have sealed the win.
“I knew as long as I could beat
him on the first lap, I knew I had a
good enough car and I’m a good
enough driver to win,’’ Keselowski
said. “Matt didn’t make it easy.
That’s his job, to not make it easy
on me. He raced me hard; I raced
him hard, rubbed a little bit. That’s
good racing.’’
Kenseth settled for second in
his Roush Fenway Racing Ford.
“He should have started on the
bottom, for me; unfortunately he
didn’t,’’ said Kenseth, who also
denied jumping the earlier restart.
“I knew it was close, but here
is the thing: When you get to the
second line, they say that the race
is on. I knew we took off a little
early. I am waiting for him. I didn’t
even floor it until we got to the
start-finish line. I don’t know if he
was trying to let me beat him on
purpose or what was going on.’’
Keselowski said judging the
restarts was “too subjective’’ and
that a no-call by NASCAR “was
the right call.’’

The three Toyotas from
Michael Waltrip Racing capped an
impressive day by rounding out the
top five a feat that marked a strong
return to racing for Brian Vickers.
Martin Truex Jr. led the MWR
contingent with a third-place finish
and was followed by Bowyer and
Vickers, who ran his first race of
the season. Out of work since Red
Bull Racing closed at the end of
last season, Vickers was tabbed
last week to run six of the races
that MWR driver Mark Martin sits
out this season.
He had a strong debut race,
leading a career-high 125 laps. In
14 previous races at Bristol,
Vickers had led only one lap, never
finished in the top 10 and ended on
the lead lap only four times.
“When it’s your only one, you
have to make it count,’’ Vickers
said. “This was pretty good and it
felt really good when we were out
there leading. It would have been
awesome to hold onto that, but it’s
the first time back so I can’t
complain about that. What an
organization.’’
Truex said the showing, and
Vickers’ ability to step into an
MWR car and post a top-five
finish after a layoff, show the
strides the organization has made.
“Obviously it says a lot about
the cars,’’ Truex said. “I think
everybody knows that Brian is a
good driver. He’s more than
capable. I knew we had great race
cars.’’
Jeff Burton was sixth in a
Chevrolet for Richard Childress
Racing and was followed by
Earnhardt Ganassi Racing
teammates Jamie McMurray and
Juan Pablo Montoya.
Jimmie Johnson finished ninth
in what is likely his last race for

Brad Keselowski

some time with crew chief Chad
Knaus. Hendrick Motorsports goes
before NASCAR’s chief appellate
officer Tuesday, trying to get
Knaus’ six-race suspension overturned. NASCAR punished
Knaus and the team because their
Chevrolet failed the opening day
inspection at last month’s Daytona
500.
Paul Menard and Kevin
Harvick finished 10th and 11th to
give RCR three cars in the top 11.
Harvick managed to pull off the
finish despite damage sustained in
a seven-car accident 24 laps into
the race.
The accident was caused when
Kasey Kahne ran into Regan Smith
after passing him, and it continued
the horrendous start to the season
Kahne is having with Hendrick
Motorsports. He finished 37th, and
through four races Kahne is 32nd
in points.
“This is the worst way I could
start a season,’’ Kahne said. “I hate
it for everybody. It’s really disappointing and discouraging to have
as fast of race cars as I have and
not have nothing to show for

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Moore’s Chapel AME Church

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor

Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Church School...........................................Sunday 9:00 AM
“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service .......................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Bible Study .........................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

10th Street Church Of God

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfwbc.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro . R obe rt Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PROMOTE YOUR
CHURCH!
Call for
advertising rates today!
727-896-2922

ADVERTISE YOUR CH URCH EVENT
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E :
727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
F riends hip M issionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
“2012 ~ God Never Fails”
The Employee Relations
Counsel Ministry is accepting
Job Interest applications for
the position of Assistant
Minister of Music/Organist.
The ability to read music -

musically trained or holds a
degree in music is preferred.
Done by the order of the
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, Incorporated. Please
contact FBMC Office.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcome you to
open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at 7:45
and 10:45 Sunday School
begins at 9:30.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us

each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7 as we
study the Book of Hebrews, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, Director of
Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33712. Our
telephone number: 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website:
www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9 a.m. for Sunday School and
at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held Wednesday evening, at 7.
We are committed to a
Ch ri s t- center ed, P eoplecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching
m i n i str y; with prioritie s

focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We cel eb rat e i n
worship, we care for one
another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
The Women Ministry is
preparing for their

H AT I T T U D E E X P E R I ENCE, Saturday, March 24,
10 a.m. to Noon. Come and
share as they study how to be
a Powerful Presence for
Christian Service. Wear your
biggest and elegant hat, or
your funniest and comfortable
hat; or just wear a hat with
cl as s . S ab ri n a S ri n i v as a,
Gloria Flakes and Althea
Hudson are the facilitators.
“Deeper Into God’s Word
We Shall Delve In 2012” II
Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17
Telephone:727-327-0554
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com.
Website: www.bmmbc.org

Church News
due by 4 p.m.
on Monday of
each week

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Coming in the Month of
March 2012

The
March
20-23
Progressive M & E Baptist State
Convention at the Innisbrook
Golf Resort.
March 22 - Reverend Brian
K,
Brown,
Speaker
for
Progressive M & E Baptist State
Convention - 7:30 p.m.
March 26 - Pizza Ministry
from 6:30 - 8 p.m.
March 30 - Monthly
Business Meeting at 7 p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out and study the Bible

with us and learn “What Baptist
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Me e t i n g s a r e h e l d e v e r y
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring beginning at 4:30 p.m.
on Tuesdays and Thursdays
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday at 7
p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Attention: Young Adults
(18 – 25) our REACH Ministry
invites you to join the Tuesday
evening bible study weekly at 7
p.m.
The Children and Youth
Ministries has a variety of social
outlets for ages 6-18. Your child
can learn basic Christian values
through Scouting. Cub & Boy
Scouts meet every Monday at
6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts meet

every first, third and fifth
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Is your child interested in
music? Try our Community
Marching Band and Flag Corp
under the direction of Mr.
Deon Bryant. Contact the
church at 894-4311 for more
information.
Lunch Time Bible Study
each Wednesday at noon. We
invited you for an interactive
study for just 30 minutes in the
main sanctuary. Open to the
public.
We invite you, your family

and friends to join us for
weekly u p l i f t i n g a n d s p i r i t
f i l l e d worship services every
Sunday, at 7:45 a.m. and 10
a.m. Teen Services are held
every second, third and fourth
Sunday at 10 a.m. in the Youth
Chapel.
Visit us on the web:
mzprogressive.org and like us
on FACEBOOK for other
ministry activities and events.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. 727-894-4311.
www.mzprogressive.org.

‘In Loving Memory’ A Dramatic
Musical Easter Production
10th Street Church of God
and New Hope Missionary
Baptist Church present “In
Loving Memory” a dramatic
memorial service on the life and
works of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. The production
brings together a community of
believers with cast members
from several churches throughout the city.

Cast will portray familiar
biblical characters that provide
personal and detail memories of
their experiences and emotions
with Jesus. The production will
feature the Gospel Troop
Ensemble, Soloists, Praise
Dancers, Steppers and New
Hope Missionary Baptist Choir
under the direction of Brother
Michael McKinney. Program

begins Friday, April 6, promptly
at 7 p.m., doors open at 6:30
p.m. at New Hope Missionary
Baptist Church, 2120 19th St.S.,
St. Petersburg.
Seats will fill up quickly! No
tickets required, however, a love
offering will assist this ministry.
For transportation, call and
leave a message at 727-8947370 or 727-898-9407.
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Graduates, like Craig Bowman, receive ongoing support
and resources throughout high school and college.

Academy Prep provides a rigorous
college preparatory education to
students like Tyler in the 8th grade.

also meet with the interested
families to ensure a proper fit.
“We want kids who are
really dedicated and have that
desire to learn. We explain our
expectations because it really is
that complete triangle between
the partnership of the student,
the family, and the school.”
Although some families
relocate, most students stay in
the program for the full four
years. Linda Marchelli,
Academy Prep’s Board Chair,
accredits this to the opportunities her school has to offer.
“Our kids are competing
with middle class kids who are
accustomed to having more.
They go to museums. They go
to the theatre. They’ve experienced life. Some of our kids

have never gone to the beach;
they don’t have computers in
their homes,” Marchelli explains.
“Our enrichment program
exposes them to so many other
avenues that build confidence
and gives them bigger dreams.
That way when they get to high
school they can be comfortable.”
With an on time graduation
rate of 88 percent, Academy
Prep students are beaming with
pride and so is their extended
family. Of those, 65 percent
continue on to four year
colleges, returning to Academy
Prep to volunteer, mentor other
students, or speak at fundraising
events.
Solid relationships are built
with teachers as they follow
students through each grade
level, while AmeriCorp volunteers assist in the classroom, as

Dharma and Mariah benefit from small class sizes that allow
students to form lifelong, meaningful friendships.

well as the enrichment program.
Curriculum meets the Sunshine
State Standards (SSS); however;
students are exceeding these
requirements and performing at
one-two grade levels above
expectations.
The family atmosphere and
connection doesn’t stop when
the students go home either. The
focus on family continues with
Academy Prep’s Fit Families for
Life program.
“We realize you just can’t
focus on healthy minds without
having a healthy body. We want
our students to have healthy
options and focus on healthy
living,” Bayne said.
With the support of
numerous community organizations such as St. Anthony’s
Hospital and Blue Cross/Blue
Shield, students are exposed to
recipes and hands-on experience

in creating simple, inexpensive
meals.
“They cook, they try it, and
they like it. They get to actually
take the recipe home with them
to encourage healthy eating at
home.”
Students also participate in
exercise programs and an onsite
organic garden, while parents
are encouraged to become
involved with weekly Zumba
classes.
Supported by fundraisers,
community
partners,
and
generous individual donors, the
program at Academy Prep is free
to qualifying families.
“We could tell you story
after story about what most
consider average kids that live in
this community. When they
come to our school, they shine.
You really see their full
potential,” Bayne expressed.

Anne and Lizbeth develop skills like guitar, art,
and karate through the Enrichment Program.

